What more can we do as the Cathedral Community?
St Mary’s is not just an architectural landmark; it is its congregation, its
visitors, its volunteers, its gardens and grounds, its staff, choir, and clergy. As
a community, we share a responsibility for the stewardship of the Cathedral,
seeking together the regeneration of God's living creation.
The impact of our actions depends on the decisions we take in our daily
lives and on our active advocacy for systemic change within society. There
are some difficult decisions ahead and we urgently need to address them
together. As part of our ‘pilgrimage’ to 2030, we invite everyone involved in
the life of the Cathedral to join us.
What kind of Cathedral would you like to see in 2030? There are many ways
in which you can get involved: through prayer, helping maintain and develop
our gardens and grounds, offering technical advice on matters such as
heating and insulation, and, of course, finance. A lively Cathedral eco-group
meets regularly and would welcome your suggestions, skills and enthusiasm.
Further information on how you can participate can be obtained from our
convenor, Anne Backhouse: ecocongregation@cathedral.net

Activities in the Cathedral – A+E
Launched in January 2021, A+E braids the terms accident and emergency,
art and ecology, art and education. A+E supports the Cathedral’s transition
to net zero carbon by 2030. We provide art workshops, eco-spirituality
workshops, a monthly film screening, a fortnightly reading group, and
opportunities for adults and children to engage with the Cathedral grounds.
In October 2021 A+E will launch Pilgrimage for COP26 - a walk and a
learning journey from Dunbar to Glasgow to raise awareness of the climate
and ecological crisis. You are warmly invited to engage in the programme and
help shape A+E’s delivery. Further information, and an updated list of events
is available at https://artandecology.earth and on the Cathedral’s website.
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Our Regenerative Cathedral
Responding to the climate emergency
Our climate crisis highlights the challenges and possibilities of living
sustainably. This leaflet explores the ways that the Cathedral is responding,
bringing the possibility of new life and helping us all live within the gift that is
God’s creation.
St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral became
an Eco-Congregation in February 2019.
Since then we have worked to improve
the sustainability of the Cathedral and to
integrate thanksgiving for the gift of creation
into our pattern of daily prayer and worship.
In June 2021, the SEC General Synod
committed the whole church to act on the
climate emergency, and to work towards
achieving ‘net zero carbon emissions’ by
2030.
The Cathedral is responding by assessing our energy consumption, the
sustainability of our energy sources, our waste recycling, our use of our
grounds, and the social and ethical costs of the materials we use. Such
responses align with Edinburgh’s goal of becoming a net zero city by 2030.
However, the Cathedral is more than its buildings: as Christians who are
called to live in thanksgiving for the gift of creation and seek its liberation,
we need to consider the sustainability of our own individual lifestyles. Our
collective effort is vital in overcoming the climate and ecological emergency.
September 2021

Congregation and Visitors

A+E

✔ Sharing tips and articles in the Cathedral newsletter,
service sheets, website and noticeboards
✔ Run joint study groups on the environment with
Palmerston Place Church
✔ Encouraged the use of reusable coffee cups and switched
to compostable cups
✔ Participating in Edinburgh Council’s climate consultations
➤ Increasing involvement of the congregation in
environment-related activities

Worship

Buildings and Energy Use
✔ Commissioned a report on heating and
insulation of the Cathedral building
✔ Switched to a renewable energy tariff for our
electricity supply
✔ Improved our recycling facilities
➤ Installing LED lighting
➤ Draught proofing doors & insulation of
windows
➤ Investigating use of heated cushions
➤ Making long-term plans to keep the building
warmer using renewable energy

✔ Launched an Art and Ecology programme to support the
transition to net zero carbon
✔ Developed a programme that envisages the Cathedral as an
ecological exemplar accessible to all members of the city
➤ Further workshops (see back page)
➤ Pilgrimage ahead of COP26 – a walk and a learning journey
from Dunbar to Glasgow in October 2021, involving cultural,
community and interfaith organisations

St Mary’s

A Regenerative Cathedral

✔ Incorporated environmental issues into the core
of our worship
✔ Celebrated an annual season of Creation-Tide
✔ Involved the children’s and young people’s
groups in activities with an environmental
focus, such as making reusable decorations and
producing banners
➤ Further integration of environmental awareness
and practice into our worship

Landscape and Biodiversity
Social and Environmental Justice
✔ Renewed our commitment to Fair Trade
✔ Joined the Green Arts Initiative
✔ Continued to liaise with the Cathedral’s Social Responsibility Group
✔ Divested from direct holdings in fossil fuel companies
➤ Regular collaboration with Green Team at Palmerston Place Church
➤ Moving our pooled holdings into an even more ethical investment
vehicle
➤ Generation of income by hiring out more sustainably heated buildings

✔ Planted sensory and wildlife gardens by the children’s nursery, and pollinatorfriendly containers at the Cathedral’s West Door
✔ Planted wild flowers among unmown grass in the north-west boundary area
✔ Installed swift nest boxes in the North-West Tower
✔ Established a trial seasonal Seed Library in 2020
➤ Using the grounds to work with other groups to promote the many benefits
of growing plants and increasing biodiversity
➤ Collaborating with Edinburgh World Heritage and other funders to develop
the South Lawn, and further regenerate the grounds
➤ Installing bike racks

